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Goostrey Curriculum
Goostrey is a rural, one form entry school in Cheshire.
Our curriculum lies at the heart of the school. Its aim is to develop, in our pupils, a love of learning within the environment of a supportive, school community.
Intent
The aim of our curriculum is helping to develop the ‘whole child’.
Our aims for every child are to:
· Reach their academic potential and have the tools for future learning.   
· Develop the skills to be analytical, evaluative and reflective.  
· Be engaged with the wider community, through an inclusive and tolerant outlook.
Some elements of the curriculum are measured against standardised criteria, whereas other parts can only be determined through observation of the behaviour of and interactions with our pupils and other stakeholders.
The Curriculum
Underpinning the teaching and learning in school are the following drivers: 
Excellence
- quality of the lessons and their sequencing 
Our aims are to ensure that our students experience a wide breadth of study and have, by the end of each key stage, long term memory of an ambitious body of procedural and semantic knowledge.
Inclusivity 
– ensuring accessibility of the learning experience 
We support and challenge the children of our school as is appropriate to their needs.  Through regular assessments that can take a variety of different forms, we evaluate the support we give to our children.
Community
 – engaging a broad range of members of the community 
We engage with a variety of members of the community, from churches to community groups, to enhance the experience and understanding of the pupils in our school of the community around them.
We also engage with other educational establishments from the pre-schools, other local primary schools (particularly through sport) and feeder high schools to ensure the transition for our pupils works effectively.
Diversity
- as a school in a rural Cheshire community, it is important to have an understanding of the wider world view
We have links with a primary school in South Africa, Elizabethfontein.  These links are well established and children from the school have been visiting our school community for the last 14 years.  Our families host the visiting children and for two weeks, they become very much part of the school community.  This relationship continues through regular contact and the school contributes to our exhibition every year.
Challenging
- to develop resilient strategies to achieve learning goals
We aspire to have children who are excited by challenge and see this as a positive of personal development.  This can be as diverse as tackling challenges in their maths, or leaping from a telegraph pole on the leap of faith at Kingswood camp.
Reflective
- positive learning from challenges
We want our children to be motivated to learn and challenge themselves, but also to be resilient.  To learn from mistakes, reflect and move on.  To consider their actions and the actions of other and how they can impact on others.  
Our Pupils
Our main aims are to optimise the learning experiences of all our pupils, develop each individual child through a well-rounded school experience and ensure pupils feel successful.  If we get this right, then our pupils will be:
Knowledgeable
 – through deep learning
An example of this our annual exhibition.  Our children work to create an exhibition of work for October.  This is a superb start to the year.  
Motivated and Curious (enjoyment)
 – through the way they are developed and supported upon their learning journey.
– through responding to a stimulating environment.  
The school is a visually stimulating environment.  Children begin topics by asking questions about what they would like to learn about, taking an active role in the shaping of their curriculum.  Through engaging tasks, children’s curiosity is piqued and through absorbing tasks children’s interest is maintained and then reviewed.  This produces deep learning.  Children are encouraged to learn about school topics in their own time through homework projects.
Healthy
 – through developing the capacity to make healthy choices in lifestyle, diet and mental health. 
We have through our sports provision, highly trained and motivated sports coaches who work with our children over the year in a variety of sports activities.
The children in year 6 have a transition to high club called 7Up where small groups meet weekly to discuss the concerns and anxieties of moving up to high school.
We have a buddy system between the reception and Year 6 pupils, this supports the youngest in the school in their transition to ‘big school’ and the year 6 thrive on the opportunity to being given the additional responsibility of a reception child.  
We are an ECO green flag school.  
Resilient and Independent 
– As a learner be able to deploy the analytical, evaluative and reflective skills to future learning tasks.
· As a member of the community - developing the capacity to manage their interactions within society and tolerant of all.  This is through our links with Elizabethfontein in South Africa, links with FOGS (Friends of Goostrey Train Station) displaying work at the train station,  Alma Park Primary School in Levenshulme and Sunshine Singing (Children and older members of the community to join together and sing).
This is developed through structured individualised challenge.  
This could be to speak in a class assembly in front of the whole school, to improve on a times tables score, to practise reading and move up a book band. These acts of resilience are recognised and celebrated.  Children are encouraged to seek their own personal goals and achieve them.
Creative
 –through the structured challenges of a stimulating environment. From creating megastructure towers using dowelling and elastic bands, stop frame animation and also taking part in the exhibition.

Implementation

The National Curriculum is the framework within which we develop our school’s curriculum. 
Alongside the formal lesson structures for learning there are key enrichment elements to help to elaborate and enhance the learning experience.
Our annual exhibition is a key element in this.  It involves the whole school, all working to a purpose, with shared objectives and involvement of a wider community.  
In addition, we use a targeted programme of educational visits to enhance the children’s learning experiences for example; Reception have visited the Post Office to post a letter, Year 1 visit Jodrell Bank to look at a local megastructure.  Year 2 visit Quinta wildlife park as part of their science curriculum, Year 3 visit Chester and spend the day with a Roman Soldier, Year 4 visit York to visit Fountains Abbey to investigate the dissolution of the monasteries,  Year 5 visit to Bridgewater Hall to play with the Halle Orchestra, Year 6 visit Kingswood an Outdoor Education Centre to experience outdoor adventurous activities.
Our school’s values, curriculum drivers, and the National Curriculum inform the content and expectations of the teaching and learning in school.
We structure this for each year group to have:
1. A clear list of what must be covered (curriculum map).  In addition, year plans are available on each of the year group class pages.
2. The ‘threshold concepts’ pupils should understand (Essentials Curriculum Key Objectives).
3. Criteria for progression within the threshold concepts (Essentials Curriculum Milestones).
Impact
At Goostrey Community Primary school, assessment is ongoing through all lessons which helps the teacher plan the next steps to be taught.  At the end of the term (half term for English and maths) assessment data is gathered and progress is evaluated.  Relevant support or challenge is tailored to children’s requirements.  Children are expected to make good or better progress in all subjects and this individual progress is tracked and reported to parents and carers at parents’ evenings and on the end of year report.
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